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A Collection of Gardening Wisdom
We all need trees, lots of them, to make our communities greener and
healthier places to live. Grey is dull and deadens the soul, green is fresh
and makes us feel alive.
Joanna Lumley for the Woodland Trust
The best way to garden is to put on a wide-brimmed straw hat and some
old clothes. And with a hoe in one hand and a cold drink in the other, tell
somebody else where to dig. Tex Bix Bender
A man should never plant a garden larger than his wife can take care of!
T.H. Everett
Perennials are the ones that grow like weeds, bi-annuals are the ones
that die this year instead of next and hardy annuals are the ones that never come up at all. Katherine Whitehorn
Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died! Erma Bombeck
Gardening is about enjoying the smell of things growing in the soil, getting
dirty without feeling guilty, and generally taking the time to soak up a little
peace and serenity. Lindley Karstens
Gardeners, like infants, are proud of their waste products. Hugh Popham
I hate flowers; I paint them because they’re cheaper than models and
they don’t move!
Georgia O’Keeffe
We learn from our gardens to deal with the most urgent question of the
time: How much is enough? Wendell Berry
I think a garden should delight the eye, warm the heart and feed the soul.
HRH Prince Charles
My neighbour asked if he could borrow my lawnmower and I told him of
course so long as he didn’t take it out of my garden. Eric Morecambe
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BARN HOUSE LODGE
Bed and Breakfast

Pulborough
Osteopathic
CLINIC
R E G I S T E R E D O S T E O PAT H
Member of the Statutory Register of Osteopaths

Robert Sadler

BSc (Hons) Ost

For the treatment of :

GUEST
ACCOMMODATION

Neck and back pain / stiffness

Spacious Rooms with views to
South Downs.
Parking, Non-smoking House

Postural tension, workstrain & sports injuries
All joint and muscular pain / stiffness
Sciatica and migranes

For an appointment :

www.barnhouselodge.co.uk
sue@barnhouselodge.co.uk

Tel: (01798) 874736
Fax: (01798) 875989

Sue Harvey-Jones
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Gates & Railings
Wrought Ironwork

• Handrails
• Balustrades
• Rose Arches
• Pergolas
• Curtain Poles
• House Signs

• Weather Vanes etc
• Gate Automation
• Blacksmithing
• Repairs
• Free Estimates
• Delivery & Fitting
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North Heath Farm
Gay Street Lane
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01798 875474 • 07790 583201
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Dear Friends,

Parish Letter

As I write it is hard to believe that we have just reached the figure of 100,000
casulties of the pandemic and are currently in the midst of a third national
lock-down. This has been rightly described as a national tragedy! Our hearts
go out to everyone of those thousands of families who, in the course of these
depressing January days, are living with that deep sense of loss mourning
someone who has been an important part of their lives. This experience of
bereavement is always a unique one for each and every member of the family and the friends of those who have gone before us.
Bereavemeant is an experience which is a fundemental reality for us all.
I am not just referring to the particulaar trauatic loss of a loved one, but that
sense that we have to continually let go of what we know in order to embrace
new but unknown things.Time never stands still and we live our lives in the
process of continuous change, wherther we like it or not.
During the current lock-down many have experienced that sense of loss in
not being able to embrace our loved ones or being able to get together with
them. We have lost for example, many of those opportunities to socialise, to
pursue our favouite hobbies or to travel to see and experience new places.
In February Christians once again enter the season of Lent, when we prepare
for Easter; quite possibly another ‘locked-down Easter!’ Yet the message of
Easter is the opposite of being ‘locked-down,’ for by God’s grace at work in
our world, for out of that experience of tragedy and loss, there is always the
hope of new and better things as we are forced to let go of what is familiar
and gives us a sense of security.
Already there are signs of Spring appearing around us, as the natural world
reflects the will of the Creator, made clear to us in Jesus Christ; in his life,
death and resurrection. With the eyes of faith, in Christ God can make all
things new. In this winter of ‘lock-down’ let us be given the ability to see
signs of new life and new possibilities all around us and ahead of us.
May God keep us ever patient and hopeful.
With my prayers and best wishes,
Fr. Paul Seaman Rector of Pulborouigh
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Church Flag in February

Please note that on Tuesday 2nd February we shall be raising the
St. Georges flag to mark “The Feast of Candlemas and the Presentation of Christ in the Temple”.

Public worship at St. Mary’s Church

Although communal worship is still permissible, in the light of the
government’s announcement on a national lockdown and in the
interests of safety, we have reluctantly decided to suspend public
worship for the time being. This will be continually reviewed in line
with our assesments of the risks involved. Please keep a regular
eye on our website.
However, we have our recording of the Sunday liturgy for people
to view via the church website, alongside a downloadable service
booklet. www.stmaryspulborough.org.uk
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– who’s for pancakes?
Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, as
we call it today? And what is Shrove Tuesday? And why do thousands of people feel it rewarding to race along a street somewhere
tossing pancakes from their frying pans as they go?
Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before Lent
begins and for well over a thousand years that has meant it was the
last chance to enjoy meat, fat and other tasty dishes until Easter
Day. The ‘Lent Fast’ was widely and strictly observed. The food in
the larder wouldn’t keep for six weeks so it had to be eaten. With all
these rich foods no wonder the French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras.
So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity?
‘Shrove’ is an old word for ‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare
for the rigours of Lent people would want to confess and seek forgiveness – not quite what you want at a party. The answer is quite
simply enjoying yourself while you can! So, on Shrove Tuesday this
year let’s have some fun and make it last as long as possible.
The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake races is of outwitting the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that
marked the start of Lent. He was reluctant to do it while the race
was unfinished. So, the revelry caused by dropped pancakes, postponed the inevitable.
Since the Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in
Britain, but still people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’.
Six weeks is about right as a duration and Sunday has always been
exempt but make the most of those pancakes. They may well not
reappear until April 12th!
Canon David Winter
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• Crown Reduction
• Canopies Raised
• Deadwooding
• Pollarding
• Fruit Trees
• Pruning
• Felling

• Hedges Trimmed
and Reduces

• Stump Grinding
• Landscaping
• Fencing & Turfing
• Seeding
• Paving & Patios

Logs Supplied
Hardwood & Seasoned

qualified

Skilled in all aspects of Tree & Garden Care
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE & ADVICE CALL:

01243 814854 or 07774 012 961
Email: barneslogs@gmail.com

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Stones supplied
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available
The Gables, Tillington, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9AB
Telephone: 01798 342174 | Fax: 01798 342224
Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.com

Pulborough Community News - 11

Follow a new pilgrim path
In the south of England, a new pilgrim path is emerging. Winding through
downland, weald and shoreline for 250 miles, the Old Way from Southampton to Canterbury is derived from the oldest road map of Britain: the
Gough Map, c.1360.
Like the Santiago de Compostela in Spain, this ancient route has lain
dormant for years. But it has been recently rediscovered by the British
Pilgrimage Trust, who have used the Gough Map’s key anchor waypoints
(corresponding to settlements like Southampton, Chichester, Arundel,
Battle, Rye etc) to create a new pilgrimage route with ancient roots.
In unison with the Old Way’s development, the British Pilgrimage Trust
are also reintroducing another ancient – and similarly dormant – tradition.
The offering of ‘sanctuary’ hospitality to pilgrims along a pilgrimage route
was, up until the English Reformation of 1534, common practice. Monasteries throughout the country would have had a room or building reserved
specifically for travellers, who would rely on these sanctuaries in order to
make pilgrimage. When pilgrimage was banned in 1538, and monasteries
demolished, these two practices – making pilgrimage, and providing sanctuary – ceased, lying fallow for hundreds of years.
It is natural, then, that with the re-emergence of pilgrimage in the UK, the
provision of sanctuary should likewise become common practice again.
The BPT has worked with 13 churches along the Old Way, who will offer
overnight sanctuary to BPT pilgrims walking the route, in exchange for
a donation (between £5-£10 per pilgrim for one night) to their church. In
Spring 2021, Covid-19 permitting, the Sanctuary Project will launch.
The BPT is looking for more churches, based along this route and in
other locations across Britain, to take up this project. This is a fantastic
opportunity: not only will the project enable pilgrims on lower incomes to
make pilgrimage, but it will also bring a new type of visitor and donation to
churches.
To find out more about the BPT’s Sanctuary Project, visit: britishpilgrimage.org/sanctuary
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Do your days rush by at a hectic pace?
Have you ever stopped to think that your mobile phone and emails have
not given you more time? Just more things to do in the same amount of
time.
We leave our messages in one place while we take our bodies elsewhere.
Instead of doing one thing after another, we shoot out a variety of tasks,
and then swoop down on them later, needing to deal with them all at
once.
In a four-minute clip from a street scene from an old Orson Welles film
and a similar clip from a more recent film, you will see an amazing difference. In the early film, the camera records ‘real time’ – people get out of
their cars, walk across streets, wait for lights, speak to other people, enter
a bank. In the more recent film, a similar sequence was reduced to a half
a dozen quick cuts. Transition time was eliminated.
Modern life teaches us that ‘down time’ is wasted. Time is money. So
mobile phones, emails, etc, enable us to ‘waste’ less time. The tempo of
cultural life picks up, the heartbeat of daily life races, and our own body
rhythms respond with adrenaline, cramped muscles and heart attacks.
To take time out for daily prayer, for a quiet walk that is not to the next
meeting, for daydreaming or for Bible study becomes a cross-cultural act.
Following Christ, waiting on Him, is a countercultural act.
One lovely biblical phrase is ‘in the fullness of time, it came to pass’. This
suggests four things: that time crests like a wave; that there is a right
moment for things to happen; that it’s not ours to plan that moment, but to
recognise it; and that we are not the primary agents of what happens in
the world.
So, feel free to accept God’s offer of rest when you are weary; receive
each moment of your life as a gift from God’s hand; pray to discern
what each new encounter you make requires of you, and freely entrust
everything else to God’s care.
The Reverend Dr Herbert McGonigle.
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Residential

Commercial

Surveys
Valuations
Architectural Services
Block Management
Leasehold Advice
Party Wall Awards
Expert Witness

Surveys
Valuations
Schedules of Condition
Dilapidation Claims
Expert Witness
Rent Review
Block Management

4 Church Street
Godalming
Surrey GU7 1EH
T
F
E
W

(01483) 860600
(01483) 860535
mail@grillollp.com
www.grillollp.com

Highly professional, totally honest and thoroughly independent

From the Church Registers in January
Funerals and Burials
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Tuesday 19th January
Ronald ‘Ron’ Symmonds - Funeral and Burial
Wednesday 20th January
Olive Lillian Jones - Funeral and Burial
Thursday 28th January
Ernest Patterson - Funeral and Burial
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February Children’s Page
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Protecting the beauty of the Downs

Join us and become a member of the Friends of the South Downs.
Our charity is dedicated to the protection and conservation of
the South Downs.
Over 200 organised walks & strolls each year
Volunteering opportunities
Updates on our work

.
.
.

For more details, please visit our website
www.friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk or telephone 01798 875073
Friends of the South Downs, 5 Swan Court, Station Road, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1RL

Family Run Local Retailer / Service Provider

Clock Repairs

Professional conservation, restoration,
repairs and servicing of
antique clocks in West Sussex.
SERVICE PROVIDER

Aerial/Satellite Custom Installer

Copying of VHS Tapes to DVD

REPAIR EXPERTS

TV, Audio, DVD Recorders
Lamps
Microwaves
Vaccum Cleaners
Cookers
Hobs

RETAILER

Flat Panel TV’s
DAB/FM Radios
Freestanding/Built In

Call 01798 872237
West Sussex, RH20 1AH
Email: oﬃce@hamiltoncole.co.uk

www.hamiltoncole.co.uk

Stephen Jackman FBHI;
Post Grad Diploma, West Dean/BADA
West Burton, Nr Pulborough,

01798 831286

Pulborough Community News - 17

Taking a mature look at Valentine’s Day
You do not see many Zimmer frames, wheelchairs or hearing aids on
Valentine’s Day cards. They mostly seem to be full of young love, hearts
and roses.
Young love is wonderful and beautiful, full of optimism, and plans and
hopes for the future.
But love in later life is precious too. It is a love that has been forged
through years of shared experiences and joy, maybe raising children
together, perhaps enjoying grandchildren.
It’s a love that’s stood the test of time, and deeper, much deeper, than any
shop-bought Valentine’s Day card can describe.
That long-term love can also be shown by the devoted wife or husband
who visits their spouse in a care home each day, gently talking with them
when they are, perhaps, deep into dementia. Or sitting for long hours by a
hospital bed. Or dutifully caring for them at home.
Love is a marathon, not a sprint. It starts with white lace and promises
and grows over the years. Mature love is about the commitment that
spans decades and is seldom shown on the cards on sale in the High
Street this Valentine’s Day.
As a priest, when I marry a couple and take them through their wedding
vows, I hear them make their lifelong commitment “for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till
death us do part…”
It’s so wonderful to see the bride and groom smiling, and enjoying this

precious moment, making vows that will, hopefully, span the rest of
their lives. I love taking weddings – it’s an immense privilege to be
part of a couple’s special day.
And I find myself pondering what the future will hold for them. I
wonder what shape that lifelong commitment will take, as I pray a

blessing on their marriage.
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The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had slipped on a gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I do know that sending your own church’s
health and safety officer to give us some advice was kindly meant.
But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we implemented even
half of your officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably
safe.
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St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last
600 years without gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and
electrical safety certificates, so I think we may survive a little longer
without them. As far as I am aware, the only disaster to hit us was
when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their horses in the nave – which I
suspect a few of our oldest members still clearly remember.
The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the
lights occurs only occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over
– and if it happens when preparing for the 8am Service, helps to
wake them up. The weight of the Duke of Clumber’s marble sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the rest of the
church, but it is very slow – and the pews in that area are used only
once a year when his relations visit from America to commemorate
his death at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond remembrance of the oldest of our congregation.
Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of
buckets – and even you must concede that the fungi on the oak
beams look really rather attractive when the sun catches them. The
sapling growing out of the spire is certainly an issue – although it
looks so attractive in Spring when in blossom. As for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced when my predecessor-but-two was in
office, and I have the certificate to prove it.
So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell
him we will bear his recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was
so sorry he slipped and broke his leg in our choir stalls while he
was with us. But that bit of floor has been out of alignment since
1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If only he had arrived
encased in bubble wrap, it would never have happened. Perhaps
you could put that on the agenda of your next health and safety
meeting.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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SOUTH DOWNS LIGHT RAILWAY
Pulborough Garden Centre
Stopham Road
Pulborough, RH20 1DS
Trains run every weekend and
Bank Holiday from March to
September and Wednesdays in
School Holidays
Fares: Adults £2, Children £1
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For special events and more
information visit
www.south-downs-railway.com

All aspect of pest control
Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps, Fleas, Cockroaches, etc.
All bird proofing installed

Contact Paul Ward
01798 869495 • 07883 072988
southdownspc@gmail.com
www.southdownspestcontrol.co.uk
Fully insured

•

Family run
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An intermediate Sudoku with each square needing the numbers 1-9
and each horizontal and verticle line 1-9 also
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Do me a favour?

I just had an email from a clergyman, saying, “Hi” and asking me to do
him “a favor”. I replied to say yes, of course. I then began to wonder why
he had not said what sort of favour it was, and why he was asking me.

I decided to telephone him and find why he had not explained. His wife
answered and said: “Is it about the fake email?” I could tell from her tone
of voice that I was not the first caller.
This was a scam of some sort and probably the favour was to send money. The same day someone else in the same parish had their accounts
hacked. The email addresses used were correct, but if had looked carefully I would have noticed he would not spell “favour” like that and not say
“hi”.
This all makes me quite cross, because these scammers are playing on
church members’ kindness. A friend of mine also got the email and was
upset that someone else was in trouble. We need to be aware of the risks
and look out for messages of any kind which seem strange.
Criminals target churches and pretend to send emails from people in
authority such as clergy, churchwardens or treasurers. They prey on our
credulity and charity.
What should we do?
If you get a telephone call or email you and you are not sure if it is genuine, use another form of communication to check.
It is a crime, so report it to the authorities. If it is connected to a church,
tell your diocese or governing body.
The scammers must have got these addresses from somewhere. How
easy would it be to get a list of the names and addresses of your minister,
leaders and treasurer?
Lastly, carry on being generous and kind. These scammers should not
stop us.
David Pickup, a solicitor, considering scam emails.
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Smile line...

Slow down
Each Sunday morning our minister was mildly irritated by a member
of the congregation who was a fast reader. Finally, announcing the
23rd Psalm, he added:
“And will the lady who is always by ‘the still waters’ while the rest of
us are still in ‘green pastures,’ please pause until we catch up?”
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Der Teecher
During my time as a teacher, I have heard many excuses for many things.
One of the first letters that I ever received from a parent read “
Der Sir,
Plese excus Darren for being off yesterday. E ad it in is ed and was in bed
with it”
To this day, I’d love to know what poor Darren was suffering with. On
the other hand, I know exactly what John’s trouble was because his mother wrote, “he has a cole slaw on his lip.” A misplaced letter in a word can
often give an entirely different impression from the one intended. One
parent wrote, ”I’m sorry Jane was absent from school but she had an
ulster on her throat,” while another explained that her son had “Dire rear”
At other times letters from parents range from the bizarre to the downright
unbelievable and many go into great detail.
“Maryann was absent from school last week because she had a fever,
sore
throat, headache and upset stomach. Her sister was also fever and sore
throat, her brother had a low grade fever and ached all over. I wasn’t at
my best either, sore throat and fever. There must be something going
round, even her father go hot last night.”.
Some of the excuses are unbelievably trivial like this one. “Fiona will
not be in school tomorrow. In the morning she is having a bath, then we
are going to the hairdressers and then to a dinner-dance at the club until
11.30 pm. I hope this is all right.
Well, I suppose there’s no harm in hoping. Other excuses are just confusing. “I am sorry that my son is late handing in his homework. Yesterday morning when he had to hand it in, he had to go to hospital with his
foot. He has brought it with him this morning.
There are some excuses that are obviously heartfelt. One parent wrote,
“ Elizabeth has been absent because her mother has had twins. I can
assure you this will not happen again. “
One letter arrived in school addressed to the lady teacher in charge of
PE.
“Dear Miss Smith, please excuse Sharon from having a shower after PE
being how she is.
Being how you are yourself sometimes, you will understand how she is.”
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One of the most original excuses I came across was from a parent whose
child had missed the first day of term. On the second day, he arrived with
a note.
“Please excuse James for missing school yesterday, we had a new
fridge.” I was somewhat perplexed and spoke to the parent later on in
the day when she came to collect the child. I suggested that it would have
been better to arrange for one of the neighbours to keep an eye out for
the fridge delivery. She said that it was nothing like that. Apparently when
they delivered the new fridge during the holidays, they took away the old
one which had the school holiday list stuck on the side. As a result, she
didn’t realise it was the first day of term.
Many parents also suffer from Malapropism.
“Billy wasn’t is school yesterday. He came with me to get my eternity
allowance.”
“My son is under the doctor’s care and should not do PE. Please execute
him.
Often, local newspapers are no better. One had to print an apology that
ran like this.
Due to a printing error, a story in last week’s gazette referred to former
school athletics coach, Billy Hogkins as “an old waster”. This of course
should have read “an old Master” at the school. We apologise for any
upset to Mr Hogkins that this may have caused.
Nowadays all absences have to be classed as authorised or unauthorised.
I wonder how many of the above would pass muster for authorised. Original? Maybe. Entertaining? almost definitely, but authorised ?………
I’ll leave you to judge.
Michael Pioli
Pray with grannie

Smile line...

A small boy went to church with his grandmother and joined her when she
quietly slipped off the pew to kneel and pray. He even copied her example
of burying her face in her hands. But after a few seconds his curiosity got
the better of him. “Who are we hiding from, grannie?”
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A Toatally Tall Story

Whilst taking my legitimate exercise around the village, I was pondering about the subject of my next contribution to the magazine.
As we came over the ‘summit’ of Coombelands Lane we spotted
the Toat Monument in the distance and I thought it could be ripe for
further investigation.
Little did I suspect that I would be delving into all manner of myths,
misreporting and ‘dodgy’ history. It would seem that ‘fake news’
was around long before the 45th president of the USA.
These are the undisputed facts (with a couple of items of misinformation thrown in):
The monument stands on the top of a hill, south east of Toat Farm
(House), on private land. The base of the tower is 216 feet (66m)
above sea level. It is 12.2 m tall. It is six sided (not “octagonal”)
with a castellated top. It’s made of ashlar masonry (ie large dressed
stone blocks not “bricks”). It is four storeys high. The original staircase was burnt down in 1938 but there are now ladders between
the floors and a trap door onto the roof. There is a plaque above the
door which reads: “In memory of Samuel Drinkald, 1823”.
So, that’s the easy bit. Now we need to look at the other alleged
“facts”:
•
It was built by Samuel Drinkwater in 1827
•
It was built by John Drinkald (snr)
•
John Drinkald was a Valparaiso merchant
•
Samuel Drinkald died falling from his horse closeby
•
Samuel’s horse also died
•
Both are buried beneath the tower
•
Upside down!
•
Samuel built it “in a surge of misplaced optimism, to com
memorate said horse’s Derby win that year.... but alas, the
horse trotted off to the Great Stable in the Sky before the
race took place”
•
Or “because he wanted to see the sea from the top” (both
quotes from BBC Southern Counties’ website)
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Who were the Drinkalds? John Drinkald (snr) was born in 1739. He
was indeed a merchant but appeared to have many strings to his bow.
He lived in the City of London, in Beer Lane, very close to All Hallows
Church, a stone’s throw from the Tower. In 1773 he took on an apprentice
lighterman and waterman. It would appear he was not only moving people
and cargo on the river but also operating wharfs and buying and selling
commodities. Clearly a successful business, it would appear that others
wished to ‘share’ his wealth. Between 1809 and 1814 he is named as a
burglary victim in four cases at the Old Bailey. In one of them, two men
were indicted for “feloniously stealing 12 lb. weight of coffee, value 6s. the
property of John Drinkald”. Both were found guilty and sentenced to be
transported for seven years!
1773 also saw the birth of his first child, John (jnr). He grew up to become a partner in his father’s firm and in 1796 his occupation is given
as ‘vintner’. His sister Sarah was born in 1777 and his brother Joshua in
1779. Joshua’s occupation in 1800 (aged 21) was given as lighterman
when he was apprenticed, for seven years, to a merchant taylor. Another
brother, Samuel, he of the tower inscription, was born in 1789. In 1810,
also at the age of 21, he was admitted into the Freedom of the Worshipful
Company of Vintners.
John & Joshua owned properties in Wisborough Green & Rudgwick.
Samuel died in 1822, aged only 33, and was buried on 5th August at All
Hallows, NOT beneath the monument. However, the story about his being
thrown from his horse, may well be true. It is believed that his brother
John kept racehorses at his Wisborough Green farm and his land extended into the parish of Pulborough.
John, Samuel’s father, died on Dec 30th 1823, aged 84, less than 18
months later. It has been suggested that the younger John then built the
Toat monument, on the highest point on his land, to commemorate the
deaths of both his father and brother. However, if that is the case, why
is only Samuel’s name inscribed? It seems safe to say that its extremely
unlikely that Samuel’s horse (which may have expired with Samuel), was
brought to the same spot, at least six months later, to be reburied; lying
down or upside down! Having tried to decipher the handwriting in his will
“written by my hand, this fourth of July 1882 [only days before his death]
(the anniversary of American Independence)”, I can say he requested to
be buried in white stockings but does not mention a horse!
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It is clear that John was
a wealthy man; possibly
financing the monument and
having an expensive
property in London
(15 Trinity Square: now a
Wetherspoons!) as well as
farms in Sussex. His son,
John Shaw, born in 1808,
attended Eton and
Cambridge University and
was called to the Bar 1835,
having been granted the
Freedom of the City of
London (passed on from his
father) in 1829. In the Eton
School lists he is described
as “being well known on
the turf”. Indeed, his horse,
‘Black Tommy,’ was second
in the Derby, 1857, when he is reported to have lost £28,000. He (and his
father?) owned Lowfold Farm, south of Wisborough Green and were also
connected to Shipbourne Farm. He also spent time in the horse racing
town of Lambourn (1851). In 1855 he is listed, with his uncle Joshua, as
“gentry”, living in Toat Farm. I’ve yet to establish whether the Drinkwalds
were living there at the time the monument was built.
One more link to Pulborough (editor please note) is that Joshua was also
the owner of Codmore Farm; later to find fame as the Stane Street Hollow
Restaurant!
Andy Leese

Smile line...
A man went to his doctor to say that his eyesight was getting worse.
The doctor asked the man to look out the window and to tell him
what he saw. “I see the sun,” the man replied. The doctor replied:
“Just how much farther do you want to see?”
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February in the Garden by The Old Sage

The evenings are stretching, at least on sunny days, giving a promise of approaching warmer and better weather. But have patience,
you cannot rush nature! So as slowly as the spring approaches,
with snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses raising their heads, hellebores and primulas adding colour to the gloom, we must remember
we are not finished with the frost and ice.

On dry and sunny days when you feel like venturing out there is lots
to busy yourself with, winter debris scattered around and grime to
be power washed from paving and paths. The advantage of weeding beds at this time of year is with the slower growth the weeds
take longer to grow back, after weeding one can top dress with
mulch or compost and everything looks fresh, clean and organised.
My long-suffering wife has to endure watching many gardening
programmes as I don’t sit in silence. My biggest bone of contention is gardening design and makeover programmes. Some nice
designs yes, but no consideration to the later maintenance. If you
are transforming a jungle, why do you think that the person that let
it turn into a jungle will suddenly develop green fingers and take on
the complex management of the new garden that is not designed
as low maintenance?
An easy way to make a garden low maintenance is to separate
lawns from beds and gravelled areas to ensure the grass and
weeds from the lawn is prevented from creeping forward and taking
over. This is done by installing an edge of brick, metal or wood.
Another easy way is to use a weed control fabric on beds and cover
with stone or bark products to hide the fabric. This will reduce the
effort required to keep things looking well.
So …… Happy Gardening and remember it is easy to keep a garden under control if there isn’t too much hard work to do!
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Quiz time

Each question lists the top 5 in a category, with one missing.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Top 5 longest rivers in the world. 1 Nile, 2 Amazon, 			
3 Yangtze 4 ??,
5 Yenisei
Top 5 countries by area (do not include Antarctica as it is 		
owned by many countries): 1 Russia, 2 ??, 3 China,
4 United States, 5 Brazil
Artists who have had the most UK no1 hits (since it started
in 1952): 1 Elvis Presley (21 hits), 2 Beatles (17 hits),
3 Cliff Richard (14 hits), 4 ?? (14 hits), 5 Madonna (13 hits)
Top 5 longest-running West End shows: 1 The Mousetrap,
2 ??, 3 The Phantom of the Opera, 4 The Woman in Black,
5 Blood Brothers
Top 5 nations that have appeared at most football World Cup
finals: 1 Brazil, 2 Germany, 3 ??, 4 Argentina, 5 Mexico
Top 5 counties of England by their highest point: 1 Cumbria
(Scafell Pike), 2 Northumberland (The Cheviot), 3 Durham
(Mickle Fell), 4 North Yorkshire (Whernside), 5 ??
(Black Mountain)
Top 5 countries by population: 1 China, 2 India, 3 United States,
4 ??, 5 Pakistan
Top 5 airlines in the world, by countries served (as of Dec 2020):
1 ?? (121 countries), 2 Air France (91 countries), 3 British Airways
(82 countries), 4 Ethiopian Airlines (81 countries), 5 Emirates
(78 countries)
Top 5 most expensive footballers bought be British teams
(as of Dec 2020): 1 Paul Pogba (Man Utd £89m),
2 Harry Maguire (Man Utd £80m), 3 Romelu Lukaku 		
(Man Utd £75m), 4 ?? (Liverpool £75m), 5 Nicolas Pépé
(Arsenal £72m)
Rolls Royce produced 5 models of car (in 2020). In price order:

1 Phantom ($450k), 2 ??? ($346k), 3 Cullinan ($328k)
4 Wraith ($322k), 5 Ghost ($315k)

Answers on page 52
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Breakfasts
Freshly
made all
day
Lunches

Great Coffee

Paninis, soups, salads,
toasties, jackets, daily
specials…& loads more

Afternoon teas…
delicious cakes, biscuits and
sweet treats ...

46 Lower Street, Pulborough
01798 875 890

Respite, Short or Long
Term Nursing
24 hour Quality Care &
Attention by Qualified Staff
Tel: 01798 342785
www.pcnh.co.uk
Fittleworth Road
Petworth
West Sussex GU28 0HQ

We are a friendly village
flower shop, with access to
the very best flowers and a
team of talented florists
with a fresh and natural,
country style
Also gift ware, candles
& objects d’art

Call 01798 875 488
56 Lower Street
Pulborough
RH20 2BW
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The West Chiltington Village Show
Saturday 17th July
Something to Celebrate, Come and Join Us
In these dark days we all need to look forward to, something to celebrate.
Our committee are playing their part by doing everything possible to
support our local community and businesses by holding a show this year.
The Competitions, again sponsored by Nyetimber Estate, are similar to
last year. If you Sow & Grow, Make & Bake, Paint & Print or are a Young
Person then why not have a go – full details and hints/tips are on our web
site.
We are working on a new and exciting programme of entertainment, stalls,
car show, sports, dog show, refreshments, and lots more for a full afternoon
of fun in the sun. But we haven’t forgotten the traditional favourites
including Tug of War, Children’s races, Coconut shy, Skittles, Splat the Rat
and many more.
To keep the show fresh and vibrant, we are always looking for new stalls
and entertainers; if you know of anyone who would like to be involved
please contact Nick on nickvincent49@gmail.com
We are incredibly positive in our approach but realise if vigilance and
vaccine do not defeat the virus, we may have to make changes. We will
be watching as events unfold and will keep you up to date through this
excellent magazine and our website. www.westchiltshow.org.
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Recipe for the Month

We are very pleased that local chef Jason Taylor-Bowers has kindly
sent in a receipe for you to try this month:

Raspberry creme brulee
6 portions
Raspberry Creme Brulee
6 egg yolks
400ml double cream
75grm caster sugar
5ml vanilla paste
125grm fresh raspberries
6 ramekins
Method
Place cream and the vanilla paste into heavy based saucepan and
bring to the boil.
Whisk the egg yolks and the caster sugar together, when the cream
has come to the boil, remove from the heat and pour into the egg
yolks while gently whisking.
Return the cream and egg mix to the saucepan and place on a
medium heat
Stir with a spatula or wooden spoon until the mix coats the back of
the spatula or spoon (if you have a thermometer this is at 80 °c) .
Remove from the heat and decant into a mixing bowl to prevent the
custard from cooking further.
Divide the raspberries between the six ramekins, pour over the custard mixture whilst still hot and chill until cold and set.
When the Creme brulee is chilled cover the top with a thin layer of
caster sugar and caramelize with a blowtorch or under a hot grill.
Allow to stand for a couple of minutes before serving to allow the
caramel to cool, but serve whilst still crisp.
Jason is renowned for his delicious puddings and desserts which can be

delivered to your door. For more information go to Jason’s Facebook
page The Pulborough Patisserie for up-to-date latest offers and seasonal
specials. To place orders iuse his Facebook page as well.
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Martin Z Chalcraft
Carpenter & Joiner
established since 1981

Cut & Pitch Roofing
Kitchens
Wardrobes &
Cupboards
Windows & Doors
Staircases
Bespoke Joinery

01798 874233

Friendly, reliable Gardening service
• General Garden Maintenance

• Grass Cu�ng

• Plan�ng

• Minor Tree Work

• Landscaping

• Garden Ligh�ng

Mobile: 0785 2299204

•

Telephone: 01798 872515

E-mail: peter.varga@gardenrevolu�on.co.uk
Website: www.gardenrevolu�on.co.uk
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News from Pulborough Parish Council

The parish council agreed a 4.15% increase in the parish council pre-

cept at its January meeting for the next financial year. This represents an
increase of 7p per week on a typical band D property. All organisations,
whether private businesses or public bodies, had to deal with reduced
income last year and the likelihood of reduced income this year due to
lockdown. Our sports clubs have been unable to function for much of the
year and our multisport facility is currently closed and is not generating
revenue. Planning for the future is challenging. Our finance and policy
committee has also looked at every line of expenditure to reduce it and
balance the books.
Looking to the future, the sports pavilion rebuild working party considered
quotations for planning statement, surface water drainage statement,
energy statement and preliminary ecological assessment as part of the
pre-application process for submitting planning permission for part new
build, part refurbishment of the sports pavilion. Full parish council has approved these fees and we will therefore move forwards towards applying
for outline planning permission. This is a necessary step before seeking
funding for the project.
The Horsham District Council consultation period for our Neighbourhood
Plan has now closed, and we await feedback. The next step is to appoint
an independent examiner and we approved the appointment of John Slater Planning as the independent examiner at the January parish council
meeting.

Ian Hare - Chairman of Pulborough Parish Council

Pulborough Neighbourhood Wardens
Horsham District Council has teamed up with the Sussex Wildlife Trust to
promote a Wilder Horsham District. This is a five year plan to help
increase wildlife and create networks of land for wildlife to travel, alongside increasing awareness to residents. Pulborough has it’s very own
project supporting this which is called Wild Pulborough. If you’re
interested in conservation and think you can help then please do get in
touch with us!
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We’re looking for any landowners too that would like to come on board to
help.
On the topic of conservation, some of you may have noticed the new
recycling bins at Dyke Farm? They have been set up in a joint venture
with Sussex Green Living to promote recycling for those items that aren’t
currently accepted by the Council. You can now recycle your crisp packets, multipack crisp packaging, biscuit and cake wrappers there. We’re
hoping to expand that in the future to accept more items. These bins are
next to the farm shop and can be accessed any time.
It’s lovely to see the days getting longer now and we’re still aiming to get
out and about when we can but will always put our safety first and hope
everyone can #staysafe Don’t forget our usual contacts for any
community related queries you may have
Pulborough.wardens@horsham.gov.uk or 07584 337475/6
Twitter @horshamwardens
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Covid Conundrum
Ours is a new unpractised war where man does not fight man
There is no role for fighter planes or radar screens to scan
The enemy has had us cornered since the war began
Stand down your brave battalions they cannot help you now
Your brightly polished war machine does not your means endow
Away with all reconnaissance no gain will it allow
The missile is not adept at hunting microbes down
Nor bow and arrow, tribal spear or king in golden crown
Useless both, your laser gun, your huntsmen of renown
Retire that aircraft carrier, its compliment of men
Such ludicrous extravagance need not be seen again
Redeploy your dollar bills, your roubles, pounds and yen
An enemy invisible is stumbled on by chance
Proceed with greatest caution modify your normal stance
Then only after deepest thought embark on your advance
Our enemy though miniscule is utterly immense
An advers’ry defeatable only at vast expense
Go armed with AstraZeneca the new means of defence
And when this bitter war is won do not let down your guard
This enemy will rise again, rear up to hit you hard
Never ever from your mind its memory discard
John Byrne
Just a thought....
Endurance is the ability to stand up under adversity;
perseverance is the ability to progress in spite of it. – Jerry Bridges
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The Arts Society - South Downs
Currently Via ZOOM
Wednesday 3rd February 2021 10.30 am Downton to Gatsby
Andrew Prince
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 10.30am The Borgias
Sarah Dunant
These online talks are for Members, but if you are interested in a trial lecture please contact Hilary on 01403 785302
We look forward to returning to Fittleworth Hall as soon
as it is safe to do so.
www.theartssocietysouthdowns.org.uk

The Arts Society West Sussex
As Covid-19 restrictions remain in place
we are holding our talks on Zoom
At 2pm on Tuesday February 2nd
Nicholas Reed will give us a talk on
Pissarro and his Artistic Family in London
On Tuesday March 2nd at 2pm
Giles Ramsay will give a talk on Oscar Wilde: Up Close
A link will be sent to all members prior to the talks.
Interested non-members are welcome, for a fee of £5
Please contact Jackie Buckler on 01903411086
or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org
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Some musings from Rob Aylott

During the 2020 lockdown many people who were not working or
supporting children’s remote education took the opportunity of being
locked down to help other people or sort a project of some kind– we all
have these little, or large, projects waiting for our attention.

My late father-in–law had hanging in the living room a long strip of felt
with a label tied to it with the text “a long felt wont” while a friend had a
round flat pebble on his desk with the painted text “I must get a roundtuit”,
on the other side it said “a Roundtuit” – we all have some of these self, or
partner, imposed projects!
In the 2020 lockdown many with gardens and the good weather took the
opportunity to “sort the garden out” while others did some decorating or a
hobby project that had been staring them in the face.

So what are YOU
going to do in the 2021 lockdown?
I can recommend writing your life story and ancestory - I find that
everybody over 50 has had a life full of interesting snippits that will
appear strange and amusing to our grandchildren who could not
conceive of living without the internet and mobile smart phones.
I realised that when my parents died I knew very little of their life
before their marriage - who they dated, what they did at work,
where they lived, what they did in their spare time and lots more.
When I asked, after my mother’s death, a longstanding friend of my
mothers about my mother’s early life she said “if your mother did
not want to tell you then I should not” – and there it stands.
My ex father-in-law wrote his life story with lots of pictures and got
it put together as a hardback book titled the Wheel of Life after his
passion for motor vehicles. This was given to his grandchildren
shortly before his death and revealed much about him as well as
the social history of much of the 20th century from the viewpoint

Pulborough Community News - 45

of a shopkeeper of his owner managed business – not the story of
a famous person but nevertheless very interesting and revealing
about the hidden him.
If you only find out a person’s life stories from that which others tell
in the homily at a person’s funeral you miss so much.
The history of Pulborough is all about the people who live here and
have lived here. If you write your life history please donate a copy
to the Pulborough Society for future research on the changing life of
Pulborough.
Everybody is important - the people who come here at some point
in their life as well as those who have lived and worked in the area
for much of their lives.
The person who is the current custodian of this sort of information
on behalf of the Pulborough Society is Martin Ellis on 01798873481 and martin.ellis29@yahoo.co.uk .
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Fairtrade Fortnight: 22nd February – 7th March
It has been a terrible year for farmers and workers in the global south.
In 2020, on top of the pandemic, they had to deal with the growing impact
of climate change: more droughts and crop disease, locusts, floods, fires,
and heatwaves. No wonder their harvests were shrinking.
Yet with the help of Fairtrade, many of these producers of food, drinks and
cottons can be equipped to meet more everyday needs, and to deal with the
challenges facing them.
So this month, why not visit www.fairtrade.org.uk and see how you
can send some support.

The birds and bees

Here is some good news: all new major roads will have wildflower-friendly
verges that could boost our numbers of birds and bees.

Highway England has said that vibrant road verges will be created as standard on new roads over 300 miles in England, using low nutrient soils which
will be seeded with wildflowers or left to grow naturally.
A staggering 97 per cent of our meadows have been destroyed since the
Thirties, due to modern agriculture. This means that the 238,000 hectares
of road verges across the UK could become a vital habitat for pollinators.
The Government has pledged to build 4,000 miles of new road by 2025.

Smile line....

Tribute
A minister had agreed to step in and take a funeral at short notice.
He said a few general words of comfort, and then added: “As I did
not know the deceased, is there anyone here who would like to give
a few words of tribute?”
There was silence for a few moments, and then a voice from the
back observed: “His brother was far worse.”
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Wey & Arun Canal Trust hedgelayers keep an ancient craft alive
In Surrey and West Sussex a small band of volunteers are keeping an ancient country craft alive, and providing a valuable habitat for wildlife at the
same time.
The Wey & Arun Canal Trust hedgelaying team has been running for 18
years, and at the end of November they resumed their weekly working
party under Covid-safe conditions. The team usually works from October/
November until February/March when birds begin nesting.
This season they are laying a hedge along the canal at Loxwood, West
Sussex, continuing the one they began last year. Each team member has
an individual area to complete, marked out in orange paint, keeping them
socially distant from one another.
The Loxwood hedge will be laid in ‘Southern Counties’ style. According to
the National Hedgelaying Society there are more than 30 different regional styles, developed to cope with the climate of an area, different farming
practices and the trees and shrubs that grow there, which in West Sussex is
usually native species of hawthorn, field maple, ash and oak.
The technique, unchanged for centuries, first involves removing brambles
and excess growth from the hedgerow about to be laid. The hedgelayer
then cuts away (pleaches) the stem towards ground level and arches it over
at an angle of 60 degrees, encouraging new shoots to grow straight upwards. The ‘pleachers’ are then weaved in and out of the hazel stakes, with a
stake every 21 inches.
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The aim is to create a line for the eye to follow, with stakes in a row and the
rolling lines of binders in between. Even the tops of the stakes are cut with
care, so they are all the same height and angle.
The result is a thing of beauty bordering the canal towpath, but importantly the practise keeps a hedge healthy and longer living, and provides both
food and refuge for wildlife.
The Wey & Arun Canal Trust (Registered Charity No. CC265331)
was formed in 1973 with the aim of restoring the 23-mile navigable
link between the Rivers Wey and Arun, and so recreating the direct
water link between London and the South Coast.
So far 22 bridges and two aqueducts have been reconstructed,
eleven locks restored and a new one built, several culverts rebuilt
and many miles of canal bed cleared and dredged. Fully restored,
the Wey & Arun Canal would rate among the most scenic in the
country.
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My links with Pulborough and Fittleworth
In the 1950’s I was driving through Pulborough and popped into St. Mary’s
Church. The Reverend George Royale greeted me and said you would I
like a bust of my great grandfather, The Reverend William Sinclair which
was in Rectory cellar. The bust finally came to rest in my home.
Williams Sinclair was brought up in Scotland, but after service in India for
10 years he became a parson in Leeds in the 1830’s. His first wife died and
his second wife was Sophia.
Sophia was the daughter of the Reverend James Tripp who was brought
up at Fittleworth House. His father was the Agent at Petworth and James
when to school with Lord Egremon’ts many children. He went up to
Cambridge in 1878 and then became a parson at Upwaltham, His wife
died and there is a plaque in this little dowland church in her memory. He
then became the Rector of Spofforth in Yorkshire, and so his daughter met
and married by great Gandfather William. When his mother died James
inherited Fittleworth House. His mother left strict instructions that after
her coffin had travelled down the drive, the gates were to be shut - to this
day they still are and the drive is now at the side of the lovely garden. I
suppose that Tripp Hill is named after the family.
William and Sophia moved to the Rectory in Pulborough (and put an extra
floor on - since removed - as they had six children, two by William’s first
wife. James died aged 6 and is buried in the Churchyard . There is a also
a plaque in his memory near the Sinclair memorial window on the south
side of the Chancel, with William and his two wives inscribed at the
bottom.
One son, John, was my grandfather and acted as his father’s curate and
there are photograpsh of then both in the belfrey. William loved
Pulborough and my great Uncle Hugh told the story of the day before
he retired William and my Grandfather rode up on to the Downs to say
goodbye to Chanctonbury Ring. William was responsible for building
three schools, Pulborough, North Heath and Nutbourne - with the aid of
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the farmers who brought the stone. William and Sophia are buried in the
Church, so it was very special when in 1961 Christopher asked me to
marry him and said that were was an old farmhouse in Pulborough where
we were to live.
We always loved Pulborough and Christopher will always be remembered
by his retirement project of snowdrops in the garden and in the old quarry.
Jean Segrim nee Sinclair

The Reverend William Sinclair

The Reverend James Tripp

St. Mary’s Church Cook Book

Have you had an opportunity to buy your copy yet? With over 300 copies
already sold, )possibly the ‘best seller’ in Pulborough over the Christmas
period!), we still have copies available from Ann Kaiser on 01798 872819,
Alyson Heath on 01798 873795 or Toni Hayes on 01798 873683
The cookbook cost £8 or 800p for St. Mary’s Church 800 year Appeal.
These books make ideal gifts for friends or a special addition to your
cookery book collection.

Quiz answers
1.
3
5
7
9

Mississippi		
2
Westlife		 4
Italy			6.
Indonesia		 8
Virgil van Dijk
10

Canada
Les Miserables
Herefordshire
Turkish Airlines
Dawn (a convertible Wraith)

Miscellaneous observations on modern life

As any member of a church committee will tell you, after all is said and
done, there’s a lot more said than done.

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of
natural causes.
If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, I’d put shoes on my cat.
If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything.
Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.’
(BBC reporter)
I really don’t mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly.
I thought getting old would take longer.
Cleaning is just putting stuff in less obvious places.

From the Editor

Many thanks to all those who have given articles for this month’s
magazine, it is so appreciated. I do hope you enjoy the edition.
This is the second month of my using Indesign a new computer
programme and I think I am getting the ’hang of it’!

Like many of our readers I have been fortunate to have my vaccine
jab on Sunday 24th January, The welcome, friendliness and
efficiency of the nurses and staff was just so re-assuring.
On behalf of so many of us in Pulborough I would just like to say a
tremendous ‘thank you ‘ to the excellent Pulborough Medical Group
who are looking after our well-being in these very difficult
circumstances.			 Ann Kaiser

