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On The Border (part three)
Through windy days, through rainy days new spring is pressing hard
To rise with ever growing strength frayed winter to discard
Awaken Sussex slumber witness briskly budding trees
Withdraw from lazy firesides the longer days to seize
Across the Arun’s curved red bridge to Littlehampton west
Retractable its metal span should taller craft request
A pathway by the sailing club leads to an ancient fort
his once warned off all seaborne threat to Littlehampton Port
Atherington and Cudlow vanished centuries ago
Much acreage beneath the waves where Channel waters flow
Thriving medieval places long since gone from sight
Both testament to climate shift and rising ocean blight
Pevsner’s mind was black and white there was no in between
Far too idealistic like a well oiled machine
The cost of building Pevsner’s world could break the richest bank
And no one living in it would that mind of science thank
Quite to and fro soft Climping dunes that front this ancient spot
Corrosive unrelenting seas much more than mere snapshot
The curse of coastal places in these planet warming times
With mankind showing scant remorse for current climate crimes
From modest farmland origins young Elmer grew today
Just one road in the same one out so quietly tucked away
The coveting of public beaches cannot be condoned
Existing for the national good, by all and sundry owned.
John Byrne

Just a thought...
Finger
The Moving Finger writes, and, having writ, moves on. And so, I stare and
wonder – where does the ink come from?!
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BARN HOUSE LODGE
Bed and Breakfast

Pulborough
Osteopathic
CLINIC
R E G I S T E R E D O S T E O PAT H
Member of the Statutory Register of Osteopaths

Robert Sadler

BSc (Hons) Ost

For the treatment of :

GUEST
ACCOMMODATION

Neck and back pain / stiffness

Spacious Rooms with views to
South Downs.
Parking, Non-smoking House

Postural tension, workstrain & sports injuries
All joint and muscular pain / stiffness
Sciatica and migranes

For an appointment :

www.barnhouselodge.co.uk
sue@barnhouselodge.co.uk

Tel: (01798) 874736
Fax: (01798) 875989

Sue Harvey-Jones
Tel./Fax: 01798 872682

Mob: 07808 571991
rsadler@pulboroughosteo.co.uk
www.pulboroughosteo.co.uk
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Gates & Railings
Wrought Ironwork

• Handrails
• Balustrades
• Rose Arches
• Pergolas
• Curtain Poles
• House Signs

• Weather Vanes etc
• Gate Automation
• Blacksmithing
• Repairs
• Free Estimates
• Delivery & Fitting

K

North Heath Farm
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RH20 2HW
01798 875474 • 07790 583201
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Dear Friends,
‘The past is a foreign country and they do things differently there’
This well-known quote from L.P. Hartley comes to mind more and more as
the years move on. Change is an ongoing fact of life, whether we like it or
not, but what is important is how we manage these changes and how we can
learn from having been in that ‘foreign place’. One of the issues of course is
that not all of us have been in those ‘foreign parts’, so for younger people,
their view of the world is not coloured so much by what has gone before.
In contrast, the outlooks of older people are so influenced by the past, it is
sometimes hard to think about things in new ways. Surely in order to see
the best way forward we all need to listen to each other and learn from the
insights of all age groups.
During May the Church celebrates the third of the three major Christian
festivals, alongside Christmas and Easter. Older members of the church
will remember celebrating ‘Whitsun’, with a holiday on Whit Monday and
particular traditions and occasions associated with this time. In more recent
years the Church has adopted the Jewish title ‘Pentecost’ for this festival
which marks the birth of the Church as a fellowship of believers, empowered
by God’s Holy Spirit, who are called to continue sharing the message of
Jesus and the call to follow Him.
On 23rd May Christians celebrate what happened on that first ‘Christian’
Pentecost, reflecting on what the early Christians experienced and how they
understood their mission and how God was moving among them then. As we
learn from the accounts of those early days, we also recognise God at work
now and how, in very different ways, he seeks to work among us, drawing us
together to learn from what is both new and old.
As we all emerge slowly from the pandemic, we recognise we have gone
through a lot together which will in time be seen as in a ‘foreign land’ , but
we should never stop looking back and learning from being in that place.
Equally, we must always be open to new understandings and possibilities
which, hitherto we could never have embraced or entertained. In the Spirit the
‘country’ where we now live will in due course also become foreign to us!
May God assure us of His unchanging presence in all places and at all times.
Every blessing,

Fr Paul Seaman (Rector of Pulborough)
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Christian Aid Week 10 - 16 May 2021
This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it
every day.
From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their
lives. Extreme weather means so many people are struggling to survive
without a reliable source of water.
Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do
come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water will
help families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms.
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives.
With many fund-raising events unable to take place at the moment do log on
to https:www.christianaid.org.uk to see ways of giving a donation.
Thank you.
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New book helps mark Christian Aid’s 75th
anniversary

Christian leaders, activists, writers and theologians world-wide have written
prayers for a new book to celebrate Christian Aid’s 75th anniversary.
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World includes prayers on climate
injustice, Black Lives Matter, violence against women, discrimination against
Dalits in India, the coronavirus pandemic, from extreme poverty in Burundi,
and inequality in Myanmar.
Christian Aid’s work began in 1945, when it was founded by British and Irish
churches to help refugees following the Second World War. Since then, it
has provided humanitarian relief and long-term development support, while
speaking out against injustice.

Christian Aid helped during the Biafra war, advised Martin Luther King during
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, campaigned to make poverty history in
the 2000s, and is now fighting climate injustice in countries around the world.
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World from: https://spckpublishing.
co.uk/rage-and-hope

From the Church Registers
Funerals and Burials
‘God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whosoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life;
5th March

Margaret Capon R.I.P. Burial of Ashes

21st April

Yvonne Leese R.I.P. Funeral followed by Cremation

Church Flag
On Thursday 13th May we shall be raising the St Georges flag to mark “The
Feast of the Ascension of our Lord”.
On Sunday 23rd May we shall be raising the St Georges flag to mark “The
Feast of Pentecost”.
On Sunday 30th May we shall be raising the St Georges flag to mark “Trinity
Sunday”.
Simon Banks - Flag Master
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• Crown Reduction
• Canopies Raised
• Deadwooding
• Pollarding
• Fruit Trees
• Pruning
• Felling

• Hedges Trimmed
and Reduces

• Stump Grinding
• Landscaping
• Fencing & Turfing
• Seeding
• Paving & Patios

Logs Supplied
Hardwood & Seasoned

qualified

Skilled in all aspects of Tree & Garden Care
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE & ADVICE CALL:

01243 814854 or 07774 012 961
Email: barneslogs@gmail.com

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Stones supplied
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available
The Gables, Tillington, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9AB
Telephone: 01798 342174 | Fax: 01798 342224
Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.com
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Be kind to each other
‘And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who
is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.’
(Matthew 10:42)
During the Covid-19 pandemic, there have been thousands of shining
examples up and down the country of people going the extra mile to help the
elderly, vulnerable and those at risk.
The helpers have been shopping, cooking meals, making regular telephone
calls, and checking that needs are being met. We must sincerely hope that
these acts of kindness will continue well beyond the coronavirus outbreak.
Simple acts of kindness are so important in cementing the fabric of our
Society. Some years ago, this thought inspired the following poem:

A Brighter Tomorrow
There is much we can do just to brighten
This world of all take and no give
There’s a great deal that we can contribute
Through the everyday lives that we live.
By supporting one’s elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.
It’s by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It’s all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead
It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
It’s the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.
The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all men to see
‘As you did all of this to my brother
Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’

12 - Pulborough Community News

Pulborough Community News - 13

High Sheriff of West Sussex Award 2021 for
Family Support Work
Dr. Tim Fooks, the High Sheriff of West Sussex was pleased to make a
High Sheriff Award to FSW as a public acknowledgement of the outstanding
service to families that the charity has been working with and supporting
during this exceptional year.
Dr. Fooks went on to say that although the impact of the pandemic will
continue to affect us for many months to come, it would seem that the
coronavirus infection is receding convincingly, and it was therefore timely
to begin to acknowledge and celebrate those in our county, with one such
organisation as FSW who have stood out as beacons of excellence and hope
during these difficult time.

Dr Tim Fooks presenting the grant and award to Alyson Heath,
Chairman of Family Support Work

14 - Pulborough Community News

Would you like to build confidence using your
smart phone, tablet or computer?

CROQUET come and try this enjoyable
game at Rother Valley Croquet Club
(Duncton near Petworth).
We are a friendly club with clubhouse and
full size lawns in a beautiful setting with
views to the South Downs and ample free
parking. Guests are welcome and we provide
all the equipment, you just need casual
clothes and flat soled shoes.
For information on playing times, coaching
and membership contact Alan on
01798 813563 or
alanandanne@talk21.com
www.rothervalleycroquet.co.uk

Computer Lessons
online and face-to-face
- Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Power Point
and Outlook)
- Apple and Android phones and tablets
- Zoom and Microsoft Teams
- Internet and Email
- Coding

Friendly, professional and patient
Sandra Bell, Pulborough
Qualified teacher and IT specialist
Call 07592 033359

www.computer-lesson.com
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Emails – a blessing or a problem?
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human
beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come
praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. (James 3 v
9-10)
I wonder what St James would say about emails! He had plenty to say about
how what we say can cause lots of damage. He wrote that the tongue is a
like a spark which starts a forest fire. It is easy to say a thoughtless thing or
inadvertently spread gossip or speculation.
Emails are a great way of communicating. You can send a message to
someone in the same parish or across the world almost instantly. Lawyers
always ask, “have you got evidence in writing?” Telephone calls or face to
face conservations are still evidence but it is difficult to prove what was said.
Conversations are recorded so you can see the chain of who said what and
when. Emails are quick and free.
Emails can, however, easily be harmful. You can accidentally send a personal
or private message to the wrong person or even worse copy it to lots of
people. It is also difficult to judge the tone of an email, whether it is lighthearted or serious, cross or joyful. When are on the telephone or speaking
face to face it is easier to tell whether the speaker is feeling angry or lighthearted.
Sometimes we need a break. Emails are good but many people find you can
never get away from them and constantly check for business messages while
at home or on leave. Perhaps we should not send emails to the vicar on a
Sunday night while she is watching Strictly. Some discussions are better face
to face, and always double check who you are sending it to or copying to.

Smile line...
During a game, the coach asked one of his young players: “Do you
understand what cooperation is? What a team is?” The little boy nodded
yes. “Do you understand that what matters is winning together as a team?”
The little boy nodded yes. “So,” the coach continued, “when a strike is called,
or you are out at first, you don’t argue or curse or attack the umpire. Do you
understand all that?” Again, the boy nodded yes.
“Good,” said the coach. “Now go over there and explain it to your mother.”
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Protecting the beauty of the Downs

Join us and become a member of the Friends of the South Downs.
Our charity is dedicated to the protection and conservation of
the South Downs.
Over 200 organised walks & strolls each year
Volunteering opportunities
Updates on our work

.
.
.

For more details, please visit our website
www.friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk or telephone 01798 875073
Friends of the South Downs, 5 Swan Court, Station Road, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1RL

Family Run Local Retailer / Service Provider

Clock Repairs

Professional conservation, restoration,
repairs and servicing of
antique clocks in West Sussex.
SERVICE PROVIDER

Aerial/Satellite Custom Installer

Copying of VHS Tapes to DVD

REPAIR EXPERTS

TV, Audio, DVD Recorders
Lamps
Microwaves
Vaccum Cleaners
Cookers
Hobs

RETAILER

Flat Panel TV’s
DAB/FM Radios
Freestanding/Built In

Call 01798 872237
West Sussex, RH20 1AH
Email: oﬃce@hamiltoncole.co.uk

www.hamiltoncole.co.uk

Stephen Jackman FBHI;
Post Grad Diploma, West Dean/BADA
West Burton, Nr Pulborough,

01798 831286
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A Saint for May 16th - Christine Chisolm
If you want an example of someone who can show you their faith through
their works, Caroline Chisholm is a saint for you. This doughty little 19th
century English woman had such a compassionate heart that she helped tens
of thousands of people, from India to Australia.
Caroline was born in Northamptonshire in May 1808. Her father William was
a pig dealer, and already had 15 children, by four wives. When Caroline was
about five, her father brought a poor maimed soldier into the family home and
urged his children to look after the wretched man well, as he had fought for
their freedom. This disinterested compassion for a poor struggling ‘outsider’
would become the lodestar of Caroline’s life.
In 1830, when Caroline was 22, she married Captain Archibald Chisholm,
of the East India Company Army. Out in Madras, Caroline grew alarmed for
the young girls growing up in the barracks. She founded the Female School
of Industry for the Daughters of European Soldiers, to provide a practical
education.
After having two sons and working on the Indian subcontinent for a number of
years, Captain Chisholm was granted a two-year furlough in 1838 on grounds
of ill health. The family moved to the sunshine of Australia, near Sydney.
Here Caroline was appalled at the conditions that faced emigrants, especially
female, arriving in the colony. Many ended up working the streets, just to
survive.
Caroline stayed for seven years in Australia, placing more than 11,000 people
in homes and jobs, and in all, her Female Immigrant Home helped more than
40,000 people. Highly respected by the government, she gave evidence
before Legislative Council Committees, but accepted money from no one.
When Archibald left the army in 1845 he and Caroline toured Australia at
their own expense, collecting more than 600 statements from emigrants that
detailed the truth about the problems of emigration.
Back in England, the statements caught the attention and respect of Charles
Dickens, the House of Lords Select Committees, Lord Shaftesbury, Sir
Sydney Herbert, Wyndham Harding FRS and even Pope Pius IX. Caroline
and Archibald went on to help more than 3,000 people safely emigrate to
Australia, before moving back there themselves, where they both died in
1877. In his novel Bleak House, Charles Dickens is said to have partly based
the character of Mrs Jellyby on Caroline Chisholm.
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St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our annual Rose Queen
celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was cheering to see that
your people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less happy that
some of them should have chosen to dress up as coronavirus bugs, full of
those nasty spike proteins – that startled some of the timid residents in our
community.
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped
the fact that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the
benefit of spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race. I noticed
that numbers on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off while
careering round corners. Those who had a walk of several miles back home
while dressed as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy. Our tea ladies,
however, were less sympathetic when one of your hay bales was spun off on
a tight corner and went through our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles.

Pulborough Community News - 19

The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty
while drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for
speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures
for the next 12 months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for
one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did
not know a 15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The
drama of its emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the following float
which appeared to have a group of Brownies being savaged by a demented,
bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses
campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I
don’t think our parish really wants a full-blown social media campaign for next
year’s Rose Queen, and so we will have to decline your offer.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon,
but could I point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’
sceptre is only a piece of glass? So, whoever it was in your crowd who
walked off with them, please may we have them back before next year?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Smile line...
A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local veterinary
clinic for inoculations and worming. As the look-alike pups tumbled over
and under one another in their box, the experienced vet realised it would be
difficult to tell which had been treated and which hadn’t. So, the vet turned on
the water tap, wet her fingers and gently moistened each dog’s head as she
finished giving it the necessary shots.
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client had grown
silent and was looking rather reverent. As the animal doctor sprinkled the last
pup’s head, the owner leaned forward and whispered, “Thank you so much. I
hadn’t realised you baptised them, too.”
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SOUTH DOWNS LIGHT RAILWAY
Pulborough Garden Centre
Stopham Road
Pulborough, RH20 1DS
Trains run every weekend and
Bank Holiday from March to
September and Wednesdays in
School Holidays
Fares: Adults £2, Children £1

2019 - Southdowns Pest Control.pdf 1 10/05/2019 15:28:49
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For special events and more
information visit
www.south-downs-railway.com

All aspect of pest control
Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps, Fleas, Cockroaches, etc.
All bird proofing installed

Contact Paul Ward
01798 869495 • 07883 072988
southdownspc@gmail.com
www.southdownspestcontrol.co.uk
Fully insured

•

Family run
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May Children’s page
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Quiz time
FISH
Each answer contains a type of fish.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The only one
Each of the lines in which light may seem to stream from the sun
Partially burn
Friend of Hergé’s Tintin
First Minister of Scotland (dated March 2021)
English stand-up comedian and writer whose early work included a 		
comedy double act with Stewart Lee
Find fault continually about trivial matters
To sit on or near the edge of something
Dad’s Army character
A hairstyle, popular in the 1980s, in which the hair is short on the 		
sides and top and long at the back.

(Answers on page 31)

Intermediate Sudoku with each square needing the numbers 1-9 and each
horzontal and verical line 1-9 also
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Not so Local Custom! Well Dressing
Tissington, Derbyshire, is known as the mother place of well-dressing and
visitors come from all over the world to witness the annual ceremony, which
takes place on Ascension Day, when large crowds gather to see the wells
blessed. For centuries five wells have been dressed in the village, Yew Tree
Well, Hall Well, Hands Well, Coffin Well and Town Well
Dressing consists of erecting boards covered in clay, into which thousands
of flower petals are pressed to create an elaborate tableau of a biblical or
topographical scene. It is said that well-dressing took place here in 1348, in
thanksgiving for the village’s escape from the Black Death, which the villagers
attributed to the purity of its water, Tissington having escaped the plague,
while other local villages had been ravaged.
The precise origins of well dressing are unknown but many assert that they
date back to primitive man giving thanks to water gods for maintaining an
adequate supply of water. Tissington is considered to have been the first
place in the country to dress wells and the practice has continued for over
650 years but not in unbroken succession, due to interruptions for two World
Wars and the outbreak of the Foot and Mouth Disease in 2001.
Tissington is an estate village and Lords of the Manor, the FitzHerbert’s, who
have lived there for centuries have always taken considerable interest in the
well dressings. The present-day Lord, Sir Richard FitzHerbert, plays an active
role in the preparation work.
The week before the erection of the well dressings is a particularly busy one
for such a small village. With a population of only about 200 people, many
of whom live on outlying farms. Nearly everyone is involved in some way.
By Ascension day, everything is in place and the visitors start to arrive Tissington may be small but it is internationally famous for the superb welldressings it produces year after year.
There are many good footpaths in the area. Many miles of disused railway
lines have been converted into excellent footpath and cycle tracks which are
ideal for those of you who don’t like hills. It’s “well” worth visit!
With many thanks to Michael Pioli one of our regular contributers who
comes from ‘up north’ and connects us this month with Ascension Day
and a traditional May custom.
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St Mary's Bells 100 Club - Outstanding Draws
You are all aware that monthly draws for the St Mary's Bells 100 Club
were suspended in early January due to the coronavirus crisis. Now that
the lockdown restrictions have been relaxed all the outstanding monthly
draws were made on Saturday 10th April 2021 in St Mary's Church by Tony
Holloway. The results were as follows :-.
January Draw
1st Prize: £100 - No 21 – Mrs Weston
2nd Prize: £50 - No 46 – Mr P Race
3rd Prizes: £10 - No: 37 – Mr & Mrs A Leese
No: 97 – Mrs S Cockburn
		
No 59 - Mrs Z O’Brien

No: 39 – Mrs L Hunter
No: 67 – Mrs J Walbridge

February Draw
1st Prize: £100 - No: 79 - Mrs S Cooper
2nd Prize: £50 - No: 36 - Miss P Wren
3rd Prizes; £10 - No: 13 - Mr G McPherson No: 67 - Mrs J Walbridge
No: 83 - Mr & Mrs P Leeke No: 82 - Mr P Gregory
		
No: 81 - Miss E Cornford
March Draw
1st Prize : £100 - No 32 - Mr R Cromwell
2nd Prize : £50 - No 27 - Miss I O’Connell
3rd Prizes ; £10 - No 6 - Mrs S Smith No 48 - Mrs G Maxwell
No 54 - Mr M Comyn No 58 - Mrs L Feldmanis No 10 - Mr P Higerty
April Draw
1st Prize : £100 - No 70
2nd Prize : £50 - No 82
3rd Prizes : £10 - No 54
No 92
		
No 55

- Mr T Martin
- Mr P Gregory
- Mr M Comyn No 11 - Mrs S Black
- Mrs D Sherlock-Fuidge
- Mrs P Williams No 31 -Mr & Mrs A Hancock

May Draw
1st Prize : £100 - No 55
2nd Prize : £50 - No 90
3rd Prizes ; £10 - No 70
No 26
		
No 42

- Mrs P Williams
- Mrs C Savage
- Mr T Martin No 58 - Mrs L Feldmanis
- Mr B Hunter
No 89 - Mr G White
- Master F Kaiser
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As long as Covid restrictions do not change it is our intention to get back to
monthly draws. The June draw will then take place at the beginning of July
I would like to thank all subscribers for their understanding and patience
during the past year and wish you good luck in future draws.
Ian Cockburn - Treasurer

The Arts Society West Sussex
As Covid-19 restrictions remain in place we are holding our talks on Zoom
On Tuesday May 4th at 2pm, Nicola Moorby will talk on
Turner vs Constable : The Great British Paint Off
At 2pm on Tuesday June 2nd
David Wright will talk on a Brief Story of Wine
A link will be sent to all members prior to the talks.
Interested non-members are welcome, for a fee of £5
Please contact Jackie Buckler on 01903411086
or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org

Smile line...
True love?
I was officiating at a wedding and during the preparations the bride and
groom wanted to have two turtledoves on the altar as a symbol of their
forever love. I politely said no birds or animals.
They hid the birds in a back room, anyway. Immediately after the service they
went outside, each of them with a bird in its cage. They opened the cages in
unison. One bird flew out and made a hard right turn. The other flew out and
made a hard left turn.
We all stood there watching the symbols of their forever love fly off in opposite
directions. A true story from the Revd Mark Martin
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To Twitch a Mockingbird
I had a feeling that Thursday 8th April 2021 could be a lucky day when I
checked my e-mails first thing in the morning and found that I had won £25.00
in the monthly draw of the Premium Bonds but little did I know what else
the day had in store for me! Whilst eating my breakfast my attention was
drawn to an unusual bird feeding on the fat balls in the communal garden of
a block of flats where I live in sunny Pulborough, West Sussex. I grabbed my
binoculars and couldn’t believe what I was seeing! It was about the size of a
blackbird/thrush, had a white front, grey back, a very long tail and some white
wing patches. “What on earth was it?” I pondered.
I volunteer at RSPB Pulborough Brooks and having been a birder since 1963,
have a good knowledge of British birds but I just knew that this bird wasn’t
anything like I had seen before in UK. I phoned a neighbour and asked him
to come to see it and then grabbed my mobile phone, went into the garden
and carefully approached the bird to take its picture. Mercifully, it seemed
quite confiding and allowed me to get up reasonably close and I got a good
shot of it sitting on a dead twig above the fat balls. I then attached the photo
to an e-mail which I sent to some “birding nerds” asking for an ID, please!
Doug, my neighbour, duly arrived and we both observed the bird which by
now was feeding on the lawn and then flew up to pose nicely on the top of
a hedge. After a few more minutes, the bird took off and flew in an easterly
direction out of our view.
Shortly after this, my mobile pinged and it was a text message from Liam
Curson who is an Intern at RSPB Pulborough Brooks. It read “B***** h***,
Christine – this is a Northern Mockingbird from the USA!” He then went on
to say that it is a “first sighting ever for Sussex” and only the 4th time it has
been seen in the UK! I then found my David Sibley “Field Guide to the Birds
of Western America” turned to page 351 and yes – there was a picture and
description of the bird! Wow! My head was spinning! What next to do? I
phoned Liam and praised his ID skills. He asked permission to contact his
friend, Matthew Phelps, who also lives in Pulborough and is a keen birder,
to which I agreed. Liam gave me the phone number of Mark Mallalieu, the
Sussex County Bird Recorder. I phoned Mark who although driving his car,
answered the phone. I explained that I was reporting a rare bird sighting
in Pulborough. He asked for the bird species and when I said that it was a
Northern Mockingbird, he replied, “You’re joking!” I replied that I wasn’t joking
and then he said that he needed to park up to take in the news! I confirmed
that the bird had been positively identified by at least 2 other people and he
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then explained to me that a Mockingbird was recently in Devon and that so
many twitchers had arrived to see the bird that the Police had to break up the
groups and issue fines for breaking Covid restrictions. He then cautioned that
if word got out onto social media, that hundreds of twitchers could turn up to
see it and to prepare for that or alternatively we could keep the bird sighting
secret. He then asked me for directions to get to see the bird as I guess he
rather fancied seeing the bird himself!
By this time, I was peckish so had a coffee and a biscuit and just needed to
sit down to let the potential enormity of the situation sink in. Doug went home
and I dashed round to Tesco, bought a “Meal Deal” sandwich, scoffed this
down and then went out onto the Brooks to see if I could relocate the bird.
Two minutes later, I was there along with about 30 other twitchers, armed
with telescopes, binoculars and cameras, closely observing the Mockingbird
happily posing on top of a brush pile. It turned out that Matthew Phelps, upon
receiving the tip off from Liam Curson, had gone to the window of his house
which also overlooks the Brooks and there in his garden was the bird!! It was
his 38th Birthday and his parents and other friends were on their way across
to celebrate with him “outside” After watching it for a while, the bird then flew
further on and eventually hopped into the brush pile. Word by this time was
out on social media and twitchers were arriving on site to see a “lifer” and my
neighbour Doug kindly guided some of them over to where the bird was! We
were all chatting happily and what happened next, was truly memorable.
A group of local children, aged about 8 years and under had gathered to see
what was going on. One of them tugged at my arm and asked what we were
looking at. I gently took him over to give him and his friends the best view
possible and explained that it was a very rare bird called a Mockingbird that
had come from USA. One of the children asked if it was on its own or was it
joining another Mockingbird here. I said that as far as I knew it was on its own
to which another little boy quipped, “it must be lonely!” Such empathy with
a living thing from a young child I thought was lovely. We then chatted as a
group for a good 5 minutes or more and I just hope that those moments of
deep conversation could be a pivotal point in giving the children the spark of
enthusiasm for the hobby in their future lives.
I asked some of the adult “twitchers” from where they had travelled and was
intrigued to hear such places as Maidstone, Kent, Worthing and Brighton
in Sussex, Croydon in south London and Basingstoke in Hampshire. One
of the guys mentioned that he had been in Devon only two days previously
and had photographed the bird there and when comparing plumage details
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with the one in front of us, it would seem that it was probably the same bird
which meant that the bird had flown from Devon to West Sussex within a 24
hour period but apparently hadn’t been seen by other birders en-route. More
twitchers were arriving, hurrying down the path and across the grass and
it was exciting to be able to welcome them and then point them straight to
where the bird was sitting which was either on the top or in the middle of its
favourite brush pile! No hanging around here!
At about 6.30pm, the bird departed from its favoured spot and flew into a
hedge in a local cottage garden and was photographed by the owner – Rob
Aylott. A few minutes later, the bird flew north and unfortunately wasn’t
relocated. I and many other twitchers tried to find the bird again on Friday 9th
April but to no avail. It certainly was a “one day wonder” and a day that I and
many other local birders will never truly forget.
Christine Lindsay

The Northern Mockingbird
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Local walking books by Michael Pioli
We are pleased to say that Michael’s first books ‘Walk with me’ have sold
so well in aid of St. Mary’s Church 800 Appeal that he is doing a re-run with
Ordnance Survey Maps now included.
He has also produced a second edition of 10 more easy 5-mile walks within
10 miles of Pulbrough entitled ‘And Did those Feet. With restrictions being
hopefully eased in mid-May these books give a great opportunity to enjoy
some fabulous local walks and at the same time support our local pubs.
For more details of purchasing the books which cost £6. 00 each please
contact Michael Pioli on: michaelpioli1945@gmail.com
Copies can also be purchased at the Pulborough Exchange in Lower Street
or at the May Village Market.

Quiz answers
1. Sole		
2. Ray		
3. Char		
5. Nicola Sturgeon
6. Ricahrd Herring
8. Perch
9. Pike 10. Mullet

4. Captain Haddock
7. Carp
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Neighbourhood Plan
Pulborough Parish Council has been updating the evidence base regarding
heritage issues to support the submission draft Pulborough Neighbourhood
plan. It was considered appropriate to go out to consultation on new
evidence to ensure stakeholders had an opportunity to comment on it. If you
have made previous comments to the last Regulation 16 consultation (18
November 2020 to midnight 13 January 2021) please note your comments
will still be considered and will be passed onto the examiner in full. There is
no requirement to send in your previous comments. This consultation is for 6
weeks from 5pm 26 April 2021 to midnight 7 June 2021. There are a number
of ways to make your comments:
1.
If you would like to make a representation on the new evidence to
support Pulborough Neighbourhood Development Plan or make general
comments on the plan, please use the weblink below to access the
documents and download the comment form to make your representation.
2.
Complete the comment form (available below to download) and email
it to: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk; or
3.
Print out the comment form and post it to: Neighbourhood Planning
Officer, Horsham Council, Parkside, Chart Way, North Street, Horsham, RH12
1RL
To view the plan and supporting documents please use the weblink below:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/
currentconsultations
Documents will not be made available in deposit locations due to the current
COVID-19 pandemic. If local residents have difficulty in engaging online we
have provided a telephone number and email address below. This will be on a
message service where members of the public are encouraged to leave their
details for an officer to contact them back if they need further information.
Email: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk –
SAS@southdowns.gov.uk
Telephone: 01403 215398
All comments will be publicly available, and identifiable by name and (where
applicable) organisation.
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Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held virtually on Thursday 13th May at
7.00pm. The meeting’s theme will be greener living with emphasis on how we
as a community in Pulborough can introduce initiatives locally. Our principal
speaker will be Carrie Court of Sussex Greener Living.
There will also be discussion on the Wilder Horsham project and our own
Pulborough project to create spaces for wildlife.
As I write this, details are being finalised for the evening. Please check the
Pulborough Parish Council website for details on how to join the meeting.
Ian Hare - Chairman of Pulborough Parish Council

PULBOROUGH GARDEN SOCIETY
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GRAND PLANT SALE
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SATURDAY 15th MAY 9am-1pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Coughtrey’s Yard next to
Sainsbury’s
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Breakfasts
Freshly
made all
day
Lunches

Great Coffee

Paninis, soups, salads,
toasties, jackets, daily
specials…& loads more

Afternoon teas…
delicious cakes, biscuits and
sweet treats ...

46 Lower Street, Pulborough
01798 875 890

Respite, Short or Long
Term Nursing
24 hour Quality Care &
Attention by Qualified Staff
Tel: 01798 342785
www.pcnh.co.uk
Fittleworth Road
Petworth
West Sussex GU28 0HQ

We are a friendly village
flower shop, with access to
the very best flowers and a
team of talented florists
with a fresh and natural,
country style
Also gift ware, candles
& objects d’art

Call 01798 875 488
56 Lower Street
Pulborough
RH20 2BW
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News from the Community Wardens
The longer days mean more of us are out and about for longer and we are
seeing a huge increase of residents out in the community which is lovely.
Just some gentle reminders though of things to think about when outside. If
you’re on a dog walk, please do take your dog fouling home with you or use a
bin provided. Any public rubbish bin will do – it doesn’t have to be a dog bin.
If any of you has a picnic or are in the park with friends, then don’t forget to
use the bins provided for your litter or take it home with you. Our paid and
volunteer litter pickers have been working tirelessly to keep our streets and
public areas clear of litter and we’d like to keep it that way.
The next Great British Spring Clean which is run by Keep Britain Tidy, is
28th May – 13th June. You can either pledge to join a local litter pick or
simply do your own! Just think if everyone picked up just one piece of litter
when they’re out what a difference it would make. We can help if you wish to
join an organised pick – just ask us. We now have our own Facebook page Horsham District Neighbourhood Wardens where will be providing updates of
what we’re up to. Search @HDWardens to find us on there.
We’ve also seen a few anti-social behaviour incidents in the past couple of
weeks. Please ensure you report anything you witness to Sussex Police
on horsham@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call them on 101 (as long as it’s
not urgent – then use 999). You can also let us know so we’re kept in the
loop. That’s all for now and we look forward to seeing you at the May village
market for our usual monthly meet and greet!! Contact us on Pulborough.
wardens@horsham.gov.uk or call us on 07584 337475/6 or follow us on
Twitter @horshamwardens Carol and Vanessa”

Smile line...
A group of lads took a trip to France and decided to attend Mass in a small
town, even though none of them understood French. They managed to stand,
kneel and sit when the rest of the congregation did, so it wouldn’t be obvious
they were tourists. At one point, the priest spoke and the man sitting next to
them stood up, so they got up, too. The entire congregation broke into hearty
laughter.
After the service they approached the priest, who spoke English, and asked
him what had been so funny. The priest said he had announced a birth in the
parish and had asked the father to stand up.
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Nectar in your garden
Our home gardens are now the largest source of food for insects such as
bees and wasps in towns and cities.
They yield 85 per cent of the nectar produced in urban areas, according to a
study published in the Journal of Ecology.
Three such gardens will generate about a teaspoon a day of the sugar-rich
liquid which is found in the flowers that the pollinators drink for energy. A
teaspoon of nectar is the equivalent of more than a ton of food for an adult
human, and it is enough to fuel thousands of flying bees.
One ecologist has called home gardens “pivotal” in promoting biodiversity in
urban areas across the county. Gardens are thought to cover 29 per cent of
the land in urban areas, which is six times the area of parks and 40 times that
of allotments.
The research was carried out in partnership with the universities of Edinburgh
and Reading and the Royal Horticultural Society.

How to keep ground coffee fresh
The battle rages: just where IS the best place to store your ground coffee?
Sainsburys, Morrisons, Asda, Marks & Spencer and Ocado are among the
supermarkets that advise you keep fresh ground coffee in a fridge or freezer
after opening.
But Tesco, Waitrose and Harrods advise that you store ground coffee and
beans in a cool, dry place such a kitchen cupboard.
Many coffee experts warn that storing your coffee in the fridge is wrong
because coffee easily absorbs aroma, moisture and flavours, and can be
tainted by fish, meat and cheese.
Martin Isark, founder of the Can I Eat It website, laments: “So much coffee is
spoilt by poor storage, which makes the coffee producers want to weep…”
Paul Rooke of the British Coffee Association adds: “Coffee, like many food
and drink products when exposed to air, will deteriorate. Cool and dry are the
key words; the ideal storage is in an inert, airtight container stored in a cool
place.”
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Martin Z Chalcraft
Carpenter & Joiner
established since 1981

Cut & Pitch Roofing
Kitchens
Wardrobes &
Cupboards
Windows & Doors
Staircases
Bespoke Joinery

01798 874233

Friendly, reliable Gardening service
• General Garden Maintenance

• Grass Cu�ng

• Plan�ng

• Minor Tree Work

• Landscaping

• Garden Ligh�ng

Mobile: 0785 2299204

•

Telephone: 01798 872515

E-mail: peter.varga@gardenrevolu�on.co.uk
Website: www.gardenrevolu�on.co.uk
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Flowers in May
There is the old saying that “April showers bring forth May flowers,” but May
is a month between the end of the spring flowers and bulbs and the start of
summer perennials and annual flowers.
An interesting May flower filling this gap is the Aquilegia vulgaris known also
as Columbine or Granny’s bonnet.
Aquilegia, are part of the Ranunculaeae (buttercup) family with a genus of
around 70 species. They come in many colours, blue, pink, yellow, white and
purple with the British native usually purple although some will have pink
and white blooms They are not just cottage garden flowers as we generally
think of them here in the UK but are native to Europe, North America and
temperate regions of Asia, growing in meadows, woodland and mountainous
areas. Bees love them and they are on the RHS perfect pollinators list of
wildflowers, so if you are growing them in your garden, you are doing your bit
for the bees.
They are graceful clump forming hardy perennials, with bell shaped single or
double flowers, and spur shaped petals growing to a height of approximately
18-24inches high in the garden but in the mountain areas of Colorado, USA, a
dwarf alpine aquilegia, Aquilegia saximontana, grows to barely 8 inches. They
can be seen in the Alpine house at RHS Wisley in Surrey, when in season.
The genus name Aquilegia is derived from the Latin word eagle(aquila)
because the flower petals are said to resemble an eagle’s claw. Whereas
the common name Columbine comes from the Latin for “dove”, due to the
resemblance of the inverted flower to five doves clustered together.
Did you know the boys name Callum, a Scottish Gaelic name,
commemorates the Latin name Columba, “dove”, and was popular among
early Christians due the bird being the symbol of purity, peace and the Holy
Spirit. St.Columba, an Irish abbot and missionary evangelist is credited with
spreading Christianity to Scotland and was one of the most influential early
Celitc saints
Another flower we see in May, which adorns roadside verges, edges of
woodland and hedgerows is Anthriscus sylvestris, known to us as Cow
parsley. Other names include Queen Anne’s lace, mother die, fairy lace,
lady’s lace and hedge parsley.
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It has delicate umbrella-like clusters of white frothy flowers with fern-like
leaves and is a hollow stemmed tall plant growing rapidly up to over 3 feet in
height. One of the members of the Apiaceae / Umbelliferae (carrot family), the
leaves when crushed produce a strong aniseed-like scent.
It is also most attractive to a range of insects including hover flies, bees and
particularly “orange –tip” butterflies as it is an early source of pollen.
Cow parsley was used in traditional medicines and is said to help with
stomach and kidney problems, breathing difficulties and colds. Another use
is as a mosquito repellent! The name “Mother die” was used to frighten and
discourage children as it can be confused with the deadly hemlock plant.
When collecting to use in floral arrangements, plunge the newly cut stem
ends into an inch deep of very hot water (just off the boil) for 30 seconds
and then place in a deep bucket of cold water for the next 2 hours before
arranging. This will stop it wilting and should last a week in your vase or floral
arrangement.
Barbara Caldecourt
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Saturday 17th July Open 1.00 – 5.00 pm
The show is a fun day out for all the family and we are delighted that Neil
Hare, High Sheriff of West Sussex, will be opening the show.
If you Sow and Grow, Make and Bake or have an Artistic Flair why not enter
one of over 80 competition classes. Don’t just come to the show, be a part
of it. You do not have to be an expert but you should have some fun and
may walk away with a trophy and bottle of Nyetimber Classic Cuvee. Special
classes and prizes for children. More details on the web site or contact Chris
Fagan cwjfagan@gmail.com We all love local food and high-quality crafts,
if you make or sell something that is a little bit different and not normally
found on the high street why not take a stall at the show. Contact Nick
nickvincent49@gmail.com
The show is run by volunteers and the cliché ‘the show can’t go on without
you’ is true. If you could spare a few hours, either before the show or on the
day, contact Chris Gage cgage@hsight.com. Don’t just come to the show,
be a part of it. We have more music this year, entertainment, car show, dog
show, stalls and much more, come and join us at this lovely village show.
We all understand the covid situation is still uncertain, we will keep our web
site up to date. LEARN more here: www.westchiltshow.org
Like us on facebook: www.facebook.com/westchiltshow

Smile line...
Ah – but where are they now?
The children had been grouped together around the minister to pose
for the annual Sunday School photograph, and the minister was smiling
encouragement.
“Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up,” he said.
“You could point to each other and say: ‘There’s Jennifer; hope she’s made it
as a solicitor,’ or ‘That’s Michael, hope he’s made it as a doctor.’”
A small voice at the back rang out, “And there’s the minister – hope he made
it to heaven…”
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Arun Valley – Join up – Join in
Fed up with Covid and lockdown?
Looking forward to getting back to normal?
Want to explore new interests?
How about the u3a?

u3a gives members local and national opportunities to learn a wide range
of things at low cost. You can share your skills with others, take up
something new and develop your interests in a friendly atmosphere.
Over 40,000 u3a interest groups meet in the UK every week, face to face
and more recently, on line, for an exciting range of workshops, webinars
and interactive sessions delivered by members for members. The groups
reflect local interests: from history, to, science and languages and films
and music. Keep active, in or approaching retirement, with u3a.

Arun Valley u3a covers West Chiltington, Storrington, Pulborough,
Fittleworth, Petworth, Billingshurst and surrounding areas and provides
activities for people in their third age. During the pandemic, we have managed
to maintain approximately half of our activities online via Zoom and are now
preparing for the end of lockdown and resuming when government restrictions
allow our full programme.

Locally, there are groups covering Art Appreciation, Science and Technology,
History, Spanish, Flowers and Gardens, French conversation, Music, Poetry,
Opera and Ballet, Films, Walking, Natural History, Croquet, Table Tennis,
Cribbage, Travel forum, as well as 3 book groups, a lunch club and 2 coffee clubs.
There is also access to a varied selection of courses organised by the Sussex
u3a Network or the u3a office in London. Currently groups meet online, but
normally face to face locally in homes and Village Halls.
Arun Valley u3a is an independent charity within the u3a
movement run by local people. It only costs £10 for basic
membership which covers costs. If you are interested
please visit the website www.arunvalleyu3a.org.uk , email
‘info@arunvalleyu3a.org.uk’, or call Norman Kirby 01798
813684 who is the Arun Valley u3a Chairman.
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The Arts Society - South Downs
Currently by ZOOM
Wednesday 5th May 2021 10.30 am
Beethoven@250 By Sandy Burnett
Wednesday 2nd June 2021 10.30am
Hampton Court By Jonathon Foyle
These online talks are for Members, but if you are interested in a trial lecture
please contact Jane Allison on 01798 813314 or jane@theallisonfamily.
co.uk We look forward to returning to Fittleworth Hall as soon as it is safe to
do so.
www.theartssocietysouthdowns.org.uk

100 years of the British Legion
One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was founded
in the aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to veterans of the
British Armed Forces, their families and dependants.
It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. More than
six million had served in the war: of those who came back, 1.75 million had
suffered some kind of disability, and half of those were disabled permanently
Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian Lance
Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s unwillingness
to help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been Commander in Chief of
the British Forces. The Legion campaigned for fair treatment of those who
given everything for their country, and it continues this work today.
In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, London,
with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The first Poppy
Day was held that same year. The Festival of Remembrance began in 1927,
and the Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years ago – on its golden
anniversary.
At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service personnel, but it
was expanded to include serving members of the Forces in 1981.
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News from the Friends of the South Downs
The Friends was founded in 1923 as the Society of Sussex Downsmen to
counter the threat of widespread development on the most beautiful parts of
the Downs. Now we focus on conservation, campaigning and guided walks.
Our volunteers and members support projects to help improve access and
enjoyment of the landscape and to preserve the South Downs for future
generations. Now more than ever, we know that a connection with nature
and the landscape around us can nurture and nourish our physical health
and our mental wellbeing. We are delighted to announce our guided Walks
programme will be restarting from May 2021, more details available on our
website.
Making a difference on the Downs
Through our current projects, we have paid to replace stiles on certain paths
within the Park with swing gates to help the very many less mobile walkers to
use popular paths that are currently impossible for them to use because they
cannot climb over stiles.
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Our project to provide seats along the South Downs Way is progressing well,
with the first location agreed and the log seat in production. Our large tree
planting project, to replace trees lost through ash dieback, is also selecting
locations for planting.
Date for your diary!
Zoom Talk on Thursday June 17th 2021 at 7:30 pm; Tristan Gooley, the
Natural Navigator, in conversation with Glynn Jones.
Friends of the South Downs Trustee Glynn Jones welcomes Tristan Gooley,
West Sussex’s own Natural Navigator, for an evening of conversation
and Q & A. Participants will be encouraged to put questions to Tristan
throughout the interview. Booking will open on-line from mid-May www.
friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk

To make you smile …
I don’t always go the extra mile, but when I do, it’s because I missed my exit!
I miss the 90’s when bread was still good for you, and no one knew what kale
was.
I don’t mean to brag but… I just put a puzzle together in 1 day and the box
said 2 – 4 years!
Karl Marx is a historically famous philosopher but no one ever mentions his
sister, Onya, the inventor of the starting pistol ….
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May in the Garden by The Auld Sage
Get the garden furniture cleaned and painted, the BBQ deep cleaned as it’s
time to start using your outdoor space!
Now that things are beginning to return to normal there are lots of gardens
that are open to the public nearby. Leonardslee and Nymans are both
spectacular at this time of year, when the magnolias, rhodos, azaleas and
camelias are in full flower with large swathes of brilliant colours and vast
spaces to roam around.
As you wander around your own Eden, you will notice the colour has
returned, brightening up every corner with multiple hues. The trees are
unfurling into leaf, returning a canopy of shade to give you somewhere to
hide from the heat of the sun, when it happens to be required.
We are after another very dry March and April so if you are planting or moving
plants, they will require a thorough dousing, or your efforts will wilt away. As
the temperature rises all plants in pots require very frequent watering and
feeding if you expect them to reward you with lots of flowers and scents.
Don’t forget to water your indoor plants too!
It surprises me that some people with so called lawns wait for the grass to
be 6 inches high before they get nagged enough or decide to cut the grass
which is a massive chore for both them and machine as the mower must
struggle through the jungle leaving behind an uneven mess or grass clippings
which is uninviting to walk through, therefore the garden has become
something untamed that must be fought against instead of enjoying.
So, keep life easy – mow often! Or at least cut pathways through the jungle to
entice one to wander around the garden.
So Happy Gardening and remember there is always lots to do in the garden
so make the time to potter about.
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“It’s life, Jim, but not as we know it”
As an inveterate (Star) ‘Trekkie’ in my teens, I’ve never forgotten this famous
line, delivered by the Starship Enterprise’s Mr Spock, when they discovered
new life-forms on distant worlds.
A friend of mine (who I’ll call Richard) had an unusual experience a few years
ago. He couldn’t sleep, and had gone downstairs at three in the morning to
make himself a cuppa. While doing so he was aware that he wasn’t alone.
Thinking that his wife had come down to join him, he turned, and there in
the kitchen doorway stood his mother. Richard almost jumped out of his
skin. ‘Mum! What on earth are you doing here!’ She was just standing there
smiling at him, the same loving and reassuring smile that he remembered
from his childhood whenever he was hurt or afraid. Then, without saying a
word, she simply vanished.
Early the next morning the phone rang. It was Richard’s brother. ‘Richard’,
he said, ‘I’ve got some sad news. Mum passed away … at about three this
morning’.
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Life … but not as we know it.
We are now slowly emerging from the worst global pandemic in living
memory. So many have lost loved ones and suffered terrible grief, while
all the usual trials and travails of human life have gone on as well. Our
country and our world have changed and been changed, and we have rightly
hailed as heroes our amazing NHS and all the others who worked so hard
so that our lives might go on. By the time most of you read this, we will be
approaching the gradual lifting of Covid restrictions and, most importantly for
Christians, will have celebrated the season of Easter.
Most of us have lived through good times - and bad - in our lives. Most of us
have done things we regret or were ashamed of. Most of us have suffered
pain in one form or another. We remain human and very, very fallible. We
may think that true ‘saints’ are few and far between, but maybe the Easter
message wasn’t primarily aimed at the saintly. Jesus said he came ‘to call
sinners’ - for that, read ‘ordinary folks like you and me’. My friend Richard
is not religious and rarely goes to Church. He considers himself a ‘hopeful
agnostic’, yet he knows what he saw. He’s the very last man you would
expect to ‘see visions’, or to believe in them if he did. That put me in mind of
‘doubting’ Thomas’s famous line: ‘Unless I see in his hands the print of the
nails, I will not believe’. Then Jesus appeared, and he saw.
Life … but not as we know it
I like to think that the most important message we can take from these things
is not just our own eternal life at some future and unspecified date, but a risen
life now. We all suffer ‘little deaths’ on our earthly journey. Those moments
when, for whatever reason, we may ‘feel like death’ or feel that life is hardly
worth living. Yet we may then get a glimpse - a different vision, if you will - of
something vastly greater. That it doesn’t matter a jot how many times we fail,
or how many times we fall, or how often we have to get up and dust ourselves
off and start again. Somehow, we are given the strength to do so.
Not many of us will have ‘visions’ - perhaps a better word would be ‘privileged
insights’ into the risen life, but I’m convinced that it is real, and that it’s
what this time of year especially is all about. New life. New flowers in the
hedgerows. New lambs in the fields. Hope reborn!
Life Jim, as we know it and WILL know it - forever!
Mark Perry-Nash
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